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KemmlerDiesaTer-,- '
: rible Death in

! I the Electric
'

j Chair.

' Us First Shock Did

: Not Kill Him and a

; j Second and Third
9

Were Applied,

- 'ivirSix Minutes After He

t
"

gOrrent Was Turned On.

j ;

S :

xk Wretclied Man's Flesh
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jj .Kemmler Nervy Up to the Last
y
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a A More Revolting Exhibition

; Than the Inquisition

? Ever Saw.

J . ' H Pttctai. to th srvxsrao wott-a.-,

" I Aububk, Aur. 0.i-T- be rat ease of elec

I trocutlou-thenewmet- hod of administering

' fl the lew fordeath u the.extrerae peneltr of

( I the' terrible crime of wurder--la not to be

II ifj down an a complete success.

9 WiUIsm Kemmler died tli morning, ao

far as. tbe bo t.obtaln&ble evidence goes, not

i I in tbe instantand painless manocr in which

,j H had beeu intended to execute him. but

gH unier tearing tortures.

I'l ll waa. not a single, paralyxlng shock

tf wbicU toa! Ills life nwar.

1 I It fra a, aucetwlon of awful,
(

rending

I throbi, aa tf the Jieryca vjera Irclns torn

Ji plee4.br Picas from their cBtrv
H TUBIB SBOC1U TO EtU.

9 Th currant vai turned Into th body

2 w tlirta t'mos
- H Ou the Qrat oceuloq tha cUctrio throbs
41 9 Wro continued for lthuenoeond.

H Then tbo w(tch w turnod baqk aud a
'-- H tarofulexaraiyatioaoMbabodr wi made.

'B TwonUmtei later, at o.6tloet, iiaiia

4 JHi of iftptratioa wera pbiervad and tha enr-rf-B

nat tjH hastily ,wltchad Joto tho paar

'tWj, WKUh,' body for tba eeond tiai.
Wk TbUUaiBlhaawfBJwork wa$ thought to

JBt-- Jol" for icro

JK Ecwctjjf bad iba fotrtut bfM rtiaaved

for the ncond time, however, when again

appetred tbo niirni of eontlnned life.

Tho man' cheat bearod and frotb gath-

ered at UU mon tin
It wi a apectaolo whlab no tongue nor

pen could describe.

llaitllr the word wai giren to the eon
Seated AXPCtlitoniir In iliA navi tinm in inrn
the switch acaln.

This ttmo the dynamo was allowed for
four full minutes to pour Its destroying tide
into the poor, atrappsddown piece of
humanity,

THE BOOT PUntKI TO BOAST.

Then thero appeared the signs known to
those familiar with the cases of death on the
wires in New York.

Bmoke camo from the month.
The odor of burning flesh filled tho

stlfllngly hot room.
Kemmlor was dead at last
Or this tima even the coolest-beads- d !

tho party was terribly impressed by the
awfulneis of tba event.

What was the matter nobody oan tall at
this time

Xt is declared that (he first voltage which
want into Kemmlor's body was registered at
1,800.

That was enough to hava killed instantly.
What, then, was wrong f
Wastbsro meat in the stories of tba dis-

arranged

xiimun's annznniaa.
"How long did Kemmlor suffer 1" asked

an Evsnino World reporter of one of tbe
pbysiclana who saw tbe execution,

Tbe doctor waa loath to reply at first, but,
finding" tho roporterkhew already something

of what hart sous on in that awful r,

ha spoke,, reassuringly:
" Oh, the poor fellow waa unconscious

after tho first shock. He did not feel the

rest."
Heaven grant that ihadootor spoke .the

truth.
It was a nervous, unstrung party, whloh

left tho prison after the event waa over.
Moro than one of thorn will sea for long

days in bis mlndfs eye the
face, with d eyos, ravealed when

tbo face of 'dead 'William Kemmler waa

finally unoovered.

A Brutal and a Sickening Event
tiTicni. to not rrxro vouai

Atromur, Aug. 0.-l- ittU by little It'ba-com-

evident that tbe whole truth of

tho Kemmlor elocution waa not told by the

men who saw tha occurrence.

nnsT sToniis hot tiie wosst.
Most of tho witnesses seen when they first

came out of the prison, though their looks

showed that they bad been through a terri-

ble strain, united aa if by common content,
in ihe talo that electrocution bad been

proved a success.

But not all were able to do this.
Dr. Fowler waa pale and haggard when

he escaped from the scene of the legal

killing, and he ejaculated in horror-stricke- n

tones
" There'll never be aaolher zenttan

by that means.'
The moment the current waa turned off

after tho first sbock a half dozen medical

men sprang to their feet and felt the pulse

of the man in the chair.

raoaouxczs man wnruc uttko.
They pronounced him dead and fell into a

discussion of the case, exajnlnlnir this

feature ana that; tha pupils of tha ayes,

the pulsing places in tbe neck and other
points, wben anddenly the body began to

show signs of life.
There was faint respiration, and Kemmler

was surely returning to life, as did that
lineman who from his ladder

in East Thirty-fourt- h street, two years ago,

and revived after being taken to the Morgue,

For a moment there was commotion.
Warden Duraton, who had calmed down

bis Intense agitation, became excited again.

Word must be sent to tbe dynamo-roo-

500 feet away an order to torn on the
pressure again.

It was done in a few seeonds, bat each

second was an age to tbe witnesses.
A second current was sent through tbe

poor wretch's body, this time for nearly two

minutes, and then Kemmler waa dead

a doubt.
Other witnesses say throe shocks were

used, as affirmed above, En. 1

The relief experienced by those who were

but spectators can be belter imagined than

described,

"BonBtnix." aars iiectbicuh mnrnxr.

C It. Uuntler. tbe electrical expert, is

even more outspoken, lie says i

"Tbe scene was most horrible. There

was a smell ei or burning, flesh or aa if bsir
was being scorched.

"Thero iris no smote, and the burning
must have been at tbe point of contact, at
the small of thu back.

Thero was r foam on tho lips of tba poor

fellow, and thero was horror on every face. "

a ttrcair.u aiaps ill ut tub eiqqr.

Mr. Bcin, tbe United Tress representa-

tive, u to affectod that be roraltod end
was crr ill for socio time afterward.

Dr. George 1. Bchradr, who waa Ulisu

Into the scene of the execution, ealdt

"I have accu man)' men bsncod, and
most tay that thero U nothing in the old
jaetbodsorevol'Sng aatJiascsnoIluva wit.

tteascd this tnorsisg.
"l'ba ,Waaa wax eeiatiHr 0tst.

''""' " -' ,
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1 Kemmler. 2 In (be nnt!i Cliatr, 3 Agent and Warden nnrston. 4 Principal Keeper Boyle. ft Sirs. Dnratea. O Keeper Daniel MeNaaghten.
7 Auburn 1'rlaon frant from 8ito tree. S I'rUea front abowlag (A It) window. Ilglitlnir Keminltr'o Cell and Death Chamber.

THE SWITCH OF DEATH.
i
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conucct rurreul. .

snrinjf a to t!io 'e;entiSo value of electricity
aa a meaas of cxcoutloa. "

Or. Carlos V. McDonald, nlio baa all alous
favored tbe no" idoa, said umply:

"X thint tbe excoutiou was a success. It
fa true that tbo first appltcatioa of tbe elec-

tric current did not exluigcltb the life of

tho subject, but it waa quite evident that he
experienced no sntferins snl ulcd without a
paln.- -

Thcse exprrsaious were gathered from the

medical experts while them era deun to tbf
hotel for a light breakfast.

Tbe astojuy vis aJarned for half as
b oar to allow tlma fur tmaif ajt.

THE Vir.lE'SEB HKiatRP.

It was notlccible that tboto ho first
emerged (rem tbo eeno of death were pale,

buesard aud petturboJ.

Quinby, tbe first to come out, was no-

ticeably s, but each of them reported that
tho experiment bad been entirely succets-fe- j,

except Dr. J. M. Jcakinf, of Auburn,
who choked somethins ilown bis throat at
ha replied!

Ko, bo did not die like tha inan of yoar

thnmV
But the djjtcr would so no further,

Dr. rcllhubccuenciithajitittercltjto.

v

cutlon for years, aud tbat probably accounts

for bis favorable report,

Tho medical men have now relumed to
prlion and are engaged on the autopsy

Jo Veltng, tho HulTalo Deputy Htenff,
who assisted Ward-- Dnrston at tbe execu.
Hon, was invited to be present at the request
of Kemmler.

Ho was with tbe mm when tbo clergyman
knelt in prsycr vilhhini, and at Ktruniler's
request assisted iu adjnstins the condemned
mu iu the dcatb-cbal-r,

Eemmkr looked upju nlst with an
ot aJtaelieii,

Yeling out Kemmltr'e hair a half hear
before be took his seat in tha chair, aad
once when tbe Buffalo man atepped oat of
tbo cell for a moment, Kemmler called

plaintlvelyi

"Don't leave me, Jee."
Kemmler removed bis coat himself, pre.

paratory to getting in the chair, and was

about to remoTO bis vest whan tba 'Warden

said :

"oOl think that's not nscoiury,
William. You're all right, -

Kemmler-- s vest and shirt ware slHU4 P

tba bask ta Buiarcua fe tie aRplkatlsa

Ill .niiii ,i

of the electrode to the spinal, column, and
that part of the work the Warden performod
himself,

First Storlea of tha Hxsoutlon,
ItrrcttL to in avamao woatnb

Aubbhk, Aug. n There was little satin
faction to be gained from witnesses to tho
execution when they first mad their exit
from tho prison, .

Apparently they deemed it discreet not to
fnlly reveal tho horror Pi the scsne tbsy
had just witnessed.

District Attorney Qulmliy. of Erlo Connty
tbe man who nroseonted Kemmler far his
crime, emcrgod from the prison at 7. QUA.it.
looking deprcteed and dejected, ho saldt
" Xt is all over. lie died M quick as tbat, "
snapping his finger.

The excitement in the crowd at the an.
notincetnent made by DIstrieUAttorney
Qnlmby was lnteust, and avert bpdy jostled
each other to got nearer to the Iron gratings.

No one else appeared on tho Iron stoop,
however, e time and the crowd
simmered down ta qnletness.

It was T, 10 when heads began to appear
Ip the windows of Warden Dnrston's ofllce.

Dr. T. K. Kiultli, emerging ton minutes
later, gavo thia aeconnti

"Tba deed was done at (1.40 o'clock.
Kemmler was full of nerve. He said aa they
led hlmonti

" 'Take ronr tvme.-no- do ttrlgbt.'
"Then when tho sponges were not placed

on his head firm enough ho saidi Tut down
hard.'

" 'What have you to say, William Kemm
lerl' asked Warden Durstoti.

'Noihlng; only good-b- boys, I wish
yon all good luek.'

"Then after a moment bo added I 'I wish
you alt good lnoic, b'ofr.. Uood.by.

The -- witch wie worked on tbo boa'rd in an
adjoining room by some person whoso name
will probably be nnknown forever.

There wss a slight tnjtcntng,,and all was
over. William Kemmler was dead in a wink.

Chaplain Yates and Iteri Vi. Houghton
wore very sad faces and were eolenrnlysllent
when1 they emerged ami in' arm from tbe
prison. t

ralvncn wrht Tnc WpBDntsni.
Chaplain Yates would ttf nothing-- They

had repaired directly to ICefnmlor'J cell on
entering the Dr(on,
.There they knelt and prayed ,with and for

thoyonng man about to pus from'the world
to anotber.
, 'IjinrehiJe Ponlan.bimielf a devout Catho-
lic, .crouod himself as ho.Ieft tbf scene, and
old Danl UeKaTughtbn Itnelt' humhlr in a
distant corner of the little room,, white tbo
rovereud gentlomen prayed;. first Chaplain
Yates and then tho pit tor pMbo fashionable
Methodist burob.

Kemmler, with hit bead hitf buried in bis
bands on tho cot that had been his bed of
peaceful rcst'for fltteon mbritbS, gate no
sljra of any omotlonv , j ., T , .

At tbe close of prayers Dr. HonabtAqjook
the bands' W the doofned raW arid in bit
gen tie, voiceT'draw, from .fclm.tbe'TdlalolnUd

'wordii " , ,.
xzinrucn's narrxTlxT Woub.

"I was bad wicked. I am sorry I did an
awful deed. I should bo pdniahed for it,

"lira ready tq take my pn'nlsbment, I
ought to die. I shall dla came." j

The two good men talked a little further
to hlra and then withdraw.

A few minute,, later Kemmler waa led
from the cell and placed in tbe cbalr of
death. . . ..

iih anus Bocxs. ,
His arms were bound .to tbe arms of tho

ehalr, bis lege to tbe rest
The mask, an oval piece of leather with an

opening .over .tbe month largo enough to
permit of free breathing, waa placed over
the face and buckled behind tho head-res- t,

holding the bead firmly In place,
WXBPSX Dunirros'a nriUBXs.

Then Warden Dnrston addrsssed the as-

sembled witnesses, who, bad been disposed
about the little room.

The Warden said he had always done bis
best to make tbe laat days of bta prisoner on
earth as pleasant as possible and strived to
lift him by education and tba companion- -
hip of good, Ood-- f taring men out of the

slough Into which his former life had
plunged bun.

He bad carefully followed tha law of tbe
State in tho spirit as well In the letter, and
while be may have made himself unpopular
with those who sought to gTatlfy their mor-

bid curiosity, be felt tbat the man Kemmler
bad profiled by It and would die a far better
man than ho had ever been in life,

xamitxa aaxzn thxx to nnaar.
Kemmler, at thia junoture. wriggled a

little In bis ehalr uneasily, and ejaaulttad:
"Hurry up I" ,

The Warden asked him if he bad anything
to say, and Kemmler said;

"Nothing, only good-b-y good-b- boys"
and similar things.

adixps cut suoaT.
Even while he waa repeating his adieus in

a bold, loud volos, there came a sudden
convulsion of hie muscles.

Tbe current waa on for the first time.
When Kemmler followed Warden Dnrston

Into tha presence ot tba death chair, his
carriage was erect, bis step firm.

Ilia eye was clear and unflinching, aad be
walked with only a little
of pride.

He wore a new suit of dark clothing, and
bis hair and beard were carefully brushed.

Those who tUaired were permitted to leave
the chamber of horrors immediately, aad
ttten the acientlsU proceeded with tbe
autopsy,

kxkulsb's) ntrBorntnrr and pluck.
Sheriff Jenkins, of Erie Connty, declared

tbat Kemmler1 Improvement, both physi-

cally and mentally, daring bis long confine-

ment ia Auburn was most marked.
"Ha waa a plucky fellow," aald the

Bhariff, "He waa not half so) mesh eon.
earned as waa Warden Duraton..

"He stepped oat smilingly, took his plaee
in tbe chair and seemed only anxious that
tbe Job be done quickly and, welt Wben the
electrode seemed to ba'toota on the top of
bis bead, be exclaimed with half boister-
ous smiles

" Pusb her down hard, BberinV"
It waa Uuder-tJberi- ff Yeling who per.

formsd tbe work of biodiau tha dootusd
wretch ts tha Instrument of death.

WHAT TU BOCTQB4 tUIP.
Dr. Fell, of Buffalo, aald that tha volUre

of the current waa between 1.80Q and
.190. and the current waa applied fac&f
un seconds.

Tbe talis.) off of KeuBmler, b elsiraaJ,
OenionstrstaJ tha$ no. mslHod of Inflicting
tbe death penalty wti so humane aa electro,
cutiwi. He bcilsvtd. feowaver, that the
dynamo ehbejd U leaaJtd aarr the execs,
lion room,

8. Stl!wkk &U Jkaf rt naM.

turned op st n. 40 o'clock, snd Kemmler ' 'Hperfectly Vompoied. He said that ba wai JM
going to a bitter' world. tjaaal

JtiUt.1 KKMHt.Er.'B XfRVX. Carnal
When Korawlcr took ills place In the death lHohalr ho nnbuttonrd l)I smpendors wdil 1hH

were In thoway. His band did npt shajtej ;H
Ijor his face'blsnch. .'laB

Kemmler raid the Dowcrsper-Im- il rutij ft 'Hgood msnr things about hm tbat werd pp. 4Sani

llewasnot iniano and ho lindnotwtafc. ' '.flLI
As soon as Komrnlcr was fastened in tho JflM

chair Warden Dnrston said, "Good-b-y. 'lHand Immediately yapped on tbo door of tha '3JH
adjoining room, in which tha man who to JHto pull the lcrer.was secretei, jwKm

A recoud later t!ioo in tho ejecntlon room Hsaw the body of the mnrdcrer of Tlllte JHr.lcalor draw up for a moment and then JemM

Els Lnst Night on Enrtb. .H
Atjnunx, tf. Y., Aug. n. Tbe last night ,H

of life for William Kemmler was spetit by lHthe condcutiied man m be bad spent many ?jH
nlfflit-tbororc- . 'i3aml

At 10 o'doak be remqve I bis clothing and
sink upon tbe cot bid, and in five 'mlnu'toa 'SM
was sleeping )lkoatlrod child aftor .a hard '
day'a play. 11Just beforo lie foil asleep the Idea scorned 'Hlorcize him that cro be awakened tsrry 'HDonlan would bj superseded by.otd Daniel 1bbbbI
McKangbton. tHHtortipg up, bo said to Ills watcbrasui H
"flood-by- , old man." "HThey ehooK bauds between, tbo gritci.asd H

then the man nho bad at tho moil hot half 3Ha day to lira carappsed. himtelf, abd jp'a H
trice was fast asleop. 39

r Up to an hour beforo, Frank Vii, ib s9H
Cuamlaigqa murderer, wjio had recovered Z:U
from yestcrilay'1 depression, had thqmped .jbbI
l)ia banjo. The soft notes of "fyUlh XT " 3camo from bis instrument, liolnowiebsd H
laid the bsnjo away. ''Sami

He was not ssrtslfnl aa homsn,who wts WM
about to die. He tossed and. turned. on bis 31cot, and when aijeop, it .was, not a .rcstfnl . H
.slumber, for nowe,nd again nslfhofbalf "Hmoan cscsocd him, ILami

At midnight old McNauahton, full of re-- 3Hligions thoughts and sorrow for; tbo mm 'ifB
whose life be bad guarded ,for flftJea 'JLaaii
months, relieved tbo less scnllmenJAl Dog- - iBH
Ian, and (he beginning ol the las day was ,flH
Inaugurated. .'gaam!

The morning, hours crept on with slew '.'H
but relentless tread.. The word, ,Iiad beea 9H
given at tbe p. o'clock copferencp last .eveit lHingot tbe Invited and appointed' witnesfoe :4amal
tbst lntliefirstboUrs ofdaTllabttodavtha .'Hrat was to bo taken from the trap and Tallied, j H
nd it was but s? little while ere the whole j JmH

.(jlty of Auburn knew ifc , aaal
All night, long the throngs cj ''people '.vB

congregated about' the manlvapriaon'emte. 3band when the faint 'yellow dawn feiegWite) AH
light np tho heavetis (here were at, leistlOO
cltiiens about 'tEeentriace fo'ihesBaUta- - (99

At b.io o'clock Clisiln 'Yates, of rha ,,rB
prison, fend rarVen nonghtooV.tb'a tiro trbod vH
men who hid labored' incensntly for :any : )iS
months to turn tha' mind end boirt'of'tho laH
bitteher of woman towards the better worldv ;aai
walked together np to and through the kirn . Hgates of the prison, ' 'H

Hadlr. sedate and mournfnllr decerow, '9ihe two men of Ood passed- in, Iwcding not 4H
the queries of tbe tireless newe.gathrer. ,H
Wbo had stood cnard at tho ported all Eight H

An hour later the eminent apeeiaiwt ,.'H
called by Warden Dnrston u witneeaes. ilfllJurymen and spectators of the, last act in 'Stho awful tragedy, began to arrive. Jaml

Dr. Fell, the il uffolo physician, was tha 3M
first of tha specialists to 'ring the electris B
bell for admission. ilHIt was lust 0 o'clock andhlsentraneestlas- - faffl
nlated the curiosity of the crowd. rMaii

no was followed by Drs. Bouthwick, Dan. raB
lela and Fowler, and then there came Oeorca 4
A. Irish, of Canaatota. one of Warden Dnr. 'BJ
aton'a chosen deputies, bn t he had forgotten m
his card ot invitation and Qateman Martin HJ
refussd to let him in. 91

Tbere wu a discussion in which, tba elI. ,SH
xens took an active part, but the lucBIjJi, Bmi
Canastotan bad to go back to hU.bolel l Vabis credentials. ' aamal

Xast nlgbt the Invited visitors wera taken SHJto tbe ehsmber of death, and wera shown 1SHJ
the workings of tha dosth-desll- machine. Sfl
No test of the machine waa made, save with f
the llabta and the volt meter. mHJ

' Afterwards Dr. Bouthwick stated, to tba 3H
reporters that xhe volt meter was slightly jHH
defective. .aH

Wben Informed of this Warden Dnrston, 'gHJ
in his own faella, quiet war. dechued that VHJ
Dr. Honthwtek was a liar, with a big. Us, Hfl
big D. He said tha volt meter was. ta pep. H
feet order. J9H

Dr. W. a Jenkins waa finally selected by 'SB
Warden Dnrston to perform the autopsy on
tba body of Kemmler. Thia will compUta Jfl
the experience of tbe DspatyCJoronerln .9
cases of electrical'kllling, as ha baa handled. 9H
cases ot death by wire In every coneeivaUe H

Dr. Bouthwick aatd last sight that tU to. '.,H
mediate cause of death bv electrical shock 9H
bad not yst been abtolntsly determined, It JM
was definitely known tbat in some case the .'SB
blood of the victim had been disintegrated. JH
while in otber cases it seemed that acme) JBB
other cause had produced death. lamal

Whether it waa nerve ahoek. or something faBJ
else, it was hoped that this day's supreme JBB
tragedy would determine. SJWiUlam Woodcock, the young man who BB
baa charge ot tbe engine that furniihe tea ' 1SH
power for the dynamo, spent tbe night at VBJH
his post,

mm ,'aiH
Kommler'a Laat Dwelllnff and tia ;1BssI

Bcene of Hla Death. LaBJ
It la an old tradition that early in the pre. JBH

ent century, wbeu tbo western part ot jTea JBJ
York was a wilderness, jqtt beginning to put BJ
forth a'gos of its coming; importune; wbeq "" 'SB
the centre of population of the Enplr State 'tBM
waa moving west instead of north from ";B1
Manhattan, and moving at a llthtninK gait.. ' yU
tbe Legislature considered a proposition to EB
move tbe capital, and among tbe elagaorjn;
candidataa for the seat cl government wis Wm
the UtUe vllUgo ot Aubnrn, wbicft waa tba mm.
mostlfflPortanttownwestofAlrianyuitliow JH
' The controversy waxed warm, audnpaBj ,mB,
Albany and Auburn atrnek a eomprenua. JMI
Albany took th caplUl and" Attbara tha mm l9Bj
Btt priAOOa bBBbI

Tbe prison wu finished is ISIS, and ta JflBJ
tkecorasMtaue. at tha soathout career, BI
was placed a bottle of whiter. pzaUUf aa WM
symbolical of the position ol lAMawntw Wm
tba psnitotlary which aTWt?lwp- - .H
Trfgfift4 V4a ntt4pswistvMifps4 m


